
Civil War Maps

The Civil War Maps collection contains approximately 2,240 Civil War
maps and charts and 76 atlases and sketchbooks that are held within
the Library's Geography and Maps Division. The maps, charts, and
atlases depict battles, troop positions and movements, engagements,
and fortifications. Also included are reconnaissance maps, sketch
maps, coastal charts, and theater of war maps.

The Civil War Map collection not only includes descriptions of
printed, photo reproduced, annotated, and hand-drawn maps made
between 1861 and 1865, but also maps made later to illustrate or
explain specific events, movements, and battles of the war. The vast
majority of the maps were prepared by Federal forces or by commercial
firms in the North, but there are also a substantial number by
Confederate military authorities and a few by Southern publishers.
The largest group among the Confederate works are the 341 manuscript
maps and sketch books that make up the Hotchkiss Map Collection.
Assembled by Major Jedediah Hotchkiss, who served as topographic
engineer with the Army of Northern Virginia, this remarkable
collection was acquired by the Library of Congress in 1948 from
Hotchkiss's granddaughter, Mrs. R. E. Christian of Deerfield,
Virginia.
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